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I BECAME acquainted with a native of Ire- 

.nd, his name Francis Nugent, who, in his 

irly youth, went to Germany, where he was 

"iucated at one of the Colleges there ; and 

^as brought up in the Roman Catholic per- 

' lasion ; the inconsistency of which, he told 

: e, he very early saw. The bigotry, super- 

ition and wickedness of the |)riests,was such 

\ to give him a disgust to religion ; believ- 

•g, he said, that the foundation of it was 

• ssimulation and priestcraft. 

When he left the University, he was intro- 

iced to the Emperor Joseph the second, to 

horn he was one of the lords of the bed- 

lamber; and he became an officer of rank 

the German army ; a part of which he 

* ''mmanded in a war against the Turks. 

^ Emperor made him a Count, in addition 

. his hereditary titles of Marquis and Vis- 

unt of Valadesto, in Spain : he was also a 

indee of the first order in that kingdom ; 

sides which he was related to some of th« 

3t nobility in England and Ireland. 






At the commencemen t of our first acquain- 
tance, he expressed a wish to know some- 
thing of Ihfi principles of Friends; and 
having read Barclay's Apology, on returning 
it, he told me, it was the best written hook 
on divinity he liad ever seen ; and if it were 
possible to act according to the sentimentB 
contained in it, no man could act wrong; 
but, he added, 1 have something to say to 
you in private, and which ! hardly dare (o 
say to any other man. Unfortunately for 
me, I do not heheve in any system of religion: 
I do not even believe in the existence of a 
God. You may be assured it is a subject 
that has given me a great deal of thought, 
and when 1 came into tins protestant coun- 
try, I had hoped 1 should have discovered 
the essence of truth ; and that the protestant 
oiergy would have given the lie to the im- 
pressions 1 had imbibed, ftom my early pre- 
judices on account of the dissolute and aban- 
doned lives of the Romish clergy. — But, alas! 
I perceive there is the same system of de- 
ception carried on in England, as in Ger- 
many; the Clergy have only one thing iu 
Tiew; and that is the accumuhition of wealth. 
■and where it can be done, to endeavor after 
indor and aggrandizement. As to their 
;kS) it is a matter of no consequeoce lo 
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whether they nrc wise origoorant; 
it appears no part of their study to aim at 
rehgioua improvement ; bo that I find myself 
just where I was. I find that all mankind 
are alike ; they pretend to religion, and that 
is all ; they talk of it and there they leave it. 
As a confirmation of what I say, I may in- 
form you, that oo my first coming into these 
parts, I paid a visit to my relations in Ire- 
laud, who shewed me great hospitality and 
kindness, and, as is usual in that country, 
there were large convivial parties, where 
neither the manners, nor the conversation, 
would bear much reflection, even in an infi- 
del, as I supposed I should be called. 

It happened one evening, that the conver- 
aation took a religious turn, in the course of 
which I inadvertently leaned towards scep- 
ticism, at least ; on which one of the com- 
pany hastily said, " Surely, Sir, you do not 
doubt the existence of a Supreme Being?" 
to which I replied, "What are your senti- 
ments on that subject ?" " Why, Sir, ray sen'- 
timents arc these ; I look upon the Almighty 
as of infinite purity ; as the object of both 
lore and fear ; that I am 
presence ; that it is thiongb 
and move and have my 
der that 1 am amenable to 





my life : that if I do evil voluntarily, 
run the hnzard of his eternal displeasure, 
wretchedness will be my portion ; bnt if 
I act according to his will, I shall be eter- 
nally happy."' " h this, Sir, really and truljr 
your belief r" "Yes, Sir, it undoubtedly is, 
and is also the belief of every well-regulated 
Christian." 

"Then, Sir, how comes it to pass, that 
jour actions correspond so little with your 
professions? Is it possible that such a hear- 
say evidence as this, would convince me, 
were I an atheist, of the truth of God's exis- 
I tence ? Has any part of your conduct, since 
I we have been so often together, manifested 
I either love or fear, or reverence for this ob- 
i ject of your pretended regard? I wish not to 
' give you offence, but sec, whether there is any 
thing like consistency in your declarations and 
in the conduct I am led to fear you are in 
the habitual practice rff ?'^ My friend seemed 
■confused and thoughtful, and I immediately 
turned the discourse to another subject. 

1 was much struck with so much of this 
conversation, and was considerably more so 
when he told me in confidence, tliat he had 
left Germany on account of his objections to 
serving any longer in the army; that the 
thoughts of taking away the life of a fellow 




man, had become distressing and perplexing 
to him ; so much so that he could in no waf 
become accessary to the death of a ieWow 
creature. 

I felt much interested for this person, and 
carefully concealed from every one, what hi» 
sentiments were. 1 apprehended, where 
there appeared so much sincerity, the Al- 
mighty would in his own time reveal himself 
to him. 

He seemed much gratified in attending our 
religious meetings, and I have many times 
seen him much affected and in tears in themr 
He used frequently in a modest way, to argue 
the point of his disbelief with nie, but never 
I believe, as to himself, to much purpose. — I 
lent him several books where the existence 
of a God was treated on, but all seemed una- 
vailing. He had made no^es in a Bible I 
had lent him, almost throughout the whole 
book, in opposition to its precepts and doc- 
trine, and towards the close of the period of 
his infidelity, he requested 1 would lend hioi 
Newton's Principia, which I refused, on the 
belief that he had wandered so much in the 
dark, by seeking for that without, which was 
only truly to be found within, that I advised 
him to keep his mind still and quiet, adding, 
that I believed the Almighty would one day 



mako timself knosr:. to him ; but he must 
not be suiprised, if he should do it in such a 
way, as to all outward appearance, would in 
his view be conleinptible. A few weeks af- 
ter this, two fL'male Friends, Ann Christy and 
Deborah Moline, having a concern to visit 
the families of Friends who attended West- 
miDSter meeting ; and as he had been a 
pretty constaut attendant, and he wa^desir- 
rous of setting with the friends, his name wai 
set down with two oihers; and I requested 
the friends to let me sit with them. Very 
soon after we were seated, divine goodnes* 
was pleased to overshadow this little assem- 
bly, I mean the silent part of it. 

The poor object of this little narrative id 
ft few minutes burst into tears, and contin- 
ued in this humble state for nearly twenty 
minutes before a word was uttered ; when 
one of the females (A. C.) unlettered and 
ODlearncd ns to human attainments ; but who 
had waited for Christ to he her instructor; 
in a few words expressed herself to this ef- 
fect ; that she had fell an extraordinary so- 
lemnity on her first sitting down, which had 
continued to the present time, so much so, 
that she feared to speak, although she feared 
to keep xilence, more especially as the sub- 
jMt which had come before bcr, was of a 
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truly awful and solemn «7<iture. Surely, dhe 
added, there is no persoh present, who has 
any doubts respecting the existence of a Su- 
preme Being. If there is, I would have such 
look into their own hearts, and observe the 
secret operations of a something there they 
cannot but feel, more especially when they 
have committed an evil action ; how does it 
torment the poor mind, and render it for a 
time in continual uneasiness. On the other 
hand, when they have acted well ; have 
avoided the temptations to evil, what a sweet 
glow of approbation has covered the mind.— 
From whence proceed this uneasiness or 
this approbation? It must proceed from some- 
thing. Man could not communicate these 
sensations to himself. Be assured they come 
from God. Nay it is God himself who thus 
speaks in the inmost of the heart. The 
friend said but little more ; to the person it 
was addressed to, it was a volume; it was-to 
him as though the windows of Heaven were 
opened. To myself, it was an opportunity 
never to be forgotten. 

About two days from the above period, 
my friend called on me in the evening, and 
requested to have some conversation with 
me, and which I readily agreed to. Without 
any preface he told me that he knew not how 



lie could be sufficiently grateful to me for 
i the patience I had endured with him ; or for 
J the kind concern I had invariably manifest- 
1 ed for his welfare, but he added, " I believe 
( it will give you inconceivable pleasure to be 
) informed, that I have now not a doubt remain- 
ing. I am abundantly thankful to that Almigh- 
ty Being, who in mercj' has made himself 
known to thia poor benighted heart of mine, in 
some degree through the instrumentality of 
thatdear woman, though 1 may acknowledge 
to you, that belore a word was spoken, the 
business was nearly effected. I had taken 
great pains, as you know, to invalidate the 
scripture testimony ; but' at that solemn and 
heavenly opportunity, all the ai^uments I 
had made use of for this purpose, reveried 
back, and 1 became confounded and asham- 
ed. I felt as It were all at once, the certain 
' evidence of a kind and merciful God; which 
80 overcame me, that I could only show my 
I love and gratitude, by my tears, so that for 
, a while I appeared to myself in Heaven; 
that is, in a situation of mind far beyond 
what any earthly mortal could bestow. The 
dear woman was doubtless sensible of my 
situation, and confirmed to me, the evidence 
I bad felt in my own soul. 

* I this evening thought, that though I had 
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biden thus favored, it Would be difficult tt 
point out or explain the Divinity of Christ, 
a thing which I then conceived as altogeth- 
er absurd. But on coming up your steps, 
and waiting to speak to you, the whole mys- 
tery was unfolded with the greatest clearness 
and satisfaction to my own mind, and now 
I have no doubts on that subject." 

He also entered on the subject of the cre- 
ation of ihan, his fall, his complete redemp- 
tion through Jesus Christ ; and other relig- 
ious topics, in a way that struck me with as- 
tonishment, because his explanations though 
confirming, as to the evidence of these great 
and important truths, were conveyed in lan- 
guage very dissimilar to what has been us- 
ually written on these subjects. In short, it 
appears as if a ray of divine light and intel- 
ligence had been afforded him, as a certain 
confirming seal to the evidence he had felt 
of the being and of the power of God. 

His very nature at this time, seemed al- 
tered, and his countenance seemed changedi 
as from the haughtiness, which his outward 
rank in society had given him, his disposi- 
tion now became mild and passive, like a lit* 
tie child, joined to the simplicity and inno* 
cence of a lamb. Soon after this occurrence 
be called on me one morning, when during 
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the previous night there ha 1 been a dread- 
ful storm, attended wiih violent thunder and 
lightning. lie related liis fcehnga at that 
time, which were lery striking. lie said, 
that previous to this storm, he had never 
known what the fear of death was ; he had 
supposed it to be mere aiiniliilatiou, and that 
i both soul and body would be destroyed at 
j the moment ol death ; tlic fear of which had 
j never given him any concern ; but now it 
t was different; lie saw hisawfiil situation; that 
. perhaps in an instant he should be in the 
presence of that Being he had contemned 
, during his whole lile. 

His sins were ranged in order before him, 
and he felt all the horrors of self-condemna- 
tion and fear. In this situation he was led 
. to pray fervently for forgiveness for the past, 
L and preservation [vr the future. Ii was a 
! new scene in the period of his life, the ef- 
■ feet of which, words r.ould not express. Af- 
ter his mind had been thus graciously vi»- 
; ited and enlightened, hi:^ natural imperious 
temper would sometimes fIiow itself, with 
sudden fits of passion ; tor this he was al- 
ways penitent, and often expressed his sor- 
row. Perhaps this was permitted to con- 
vince him of the necessity of watchfulness, 
and that he should guard against too great 
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dependance on past experience, or too much 
confidence in his natural strength, and that 
in order to reap all the advantages, o| so 
much dirine favor, great humility and self- 
abasement would be necessary. It is but 
justice to him to say, he never showed any 
intemperate behavior towards me, he always 
treated me with the greatest respect. He 
had a sister in Germany, a Roman Catholic, 
married to a nobleman. He lamented his 
being obliged to return to Germany where he 
said he should be surrounded by Romish 
priests. 'Previous to his departure he re- 
quested some of Friends^ writings ; acknowl- 
edging that he felt more satisfaction in read- 
ing them than any other. He attended 
Friends' Meetings regularly till he left Eng- 
land- FREDERICK SMITH. 
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